
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

January 28, 2013

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council

Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi

and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr.,

Administrator/CMFO and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Honecker read the following Proclamations honoring Charlotte Foster and John

McCrossan:

Charlotte Foster Proclamation

WHEREAS, Charlotte Foster, a resident of the Borough of Bernardsville, served on the

Bernardsville Borough Council from 2006 through 2012; and

WHEREAS, Charlotte was an enthusiastic and active member of the Borough Council, having

provided her extensive insight and professional knowledge to the Council’s Public Safety (as

Chair) and Personnel Committees, among others.  While on the Public Safety Committee,

Charlotte took the lead in drawing up the Borough’s brochure on bicycle use and pedestrian

behavior.  She also served as the Council’s representative to the Planning Board for seven

years; and 

 

WHEREAS, Charlotte initiated the Sustainable Jersey project in the Borough, which lead to the

creation of the Borough’s Green Team; participated in writing grants, including the Borough’s

Community Development Block Grant; and started the current Borough Open Space Initiative

for which Michael Catania from Conservation Resources, Inc., was hired to implement; and

WHEREAS, whenever assistance was needed at Borough Hall, Mrs. Foster would silently go

and help, whether it be stuffing envelopes or driving the Borough’s senior van when the van’s

funding ran out, Charlotte was always ready to help, to roll up her sleeves and get things done

without complaint, when asked;  
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby recognize Charlotte Foster for her efforts as a Borough Councilwoman and proudly

enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on this 28th day of

January,  2013.  

John McCrossan Proclamation

WHEREAS, John McCrossan, a resident of the Borough of Bernardsville, served on the

Bernardsville Borough Council from 2007 through 2012, bringing to the Council decades of

experience from the business community; and

WHEREAS, John was an enthusiastic and active member of the Borough Council, having

provided his extensive insight and professional knowledge to the Council’s Public Works

Committee, Finance Committees (as its Chair), was Council Liaison to the Recreation

Commission, and was the Mayor’s Representative to the Bernardsville Library Board of

Trustees, a position he still holds today; and 

 

WHEREAS, however, it was his role as Finance Chair, and his dedication to the state of the

Borough’s finances for which John stood out among others, spending hours and hours on the

day, first learning the municipal process and then painstakingly reviewing the municipal budget

to insure that tax dollars were not wasted and essential municipal services not eliminated, the

latter being especially important to the Borough because of the State-imposed 2% cap on

municipal spending; and 

WHEREAS, when asked about the philosophy that guided his view toward municipal spending,

John has said, “first determine if there is a need for the municipal project or service

contemplated, then develop a plan to implement that need, and then determine how to pay for it”. 

Need-Plan-Funding.  A simple, three-step process that many in both the worlds of business and

government tend to forget.  Yet it is an invaluable process and one John utilized time and time

again, helping the Borough stay at or below the 2% cap; and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby recognize John McCrossan for his efforts as a Borough Councilman and proudly enter

this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on this 28th day of

January,  2013.  

Discussion with Planning Board and Board of Adjustment Members

Present from the Board of Adjustment were Paul Biba, Chair, David Greenebaum, and Diana

Kramer.  Present from the Planning Board were Terry Thompson, Alice Rochat, and Mr. Rossi
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who is council’s Class III member of the board.  Mr. Rossi distributed a memo to the members of

the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment.  In the memo, Mr. Rossi suggested changes to the

current procedures used by the boards, that he feels will streamline the application process.  Mr.

Biba said it will be discussed at a future Board of Adjustment meeting.  Ms. Thompson said she

will take Mr. Rossi’s memo to the Planning Board.  Discussion followed on the length of

hearings, establishing a Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC), main issues facing the Board

of Adjustment and application fees.  Mr. Biba said the main issues are impervious coverage,

steep slopes and parking.  Council asked if the Planning Board had submitted an annual report. 

Ms. Thompson said they have not, but could do that if needed.  It was stated the Board of

Adjustment annual report is required per statute.  The 2012 Board of Adjustment annual report

was received by council in their binders for this meeting.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of an amendment to November 13, 2012 Executive Session Minutes,

and Minutes of meetings held December 10 and 27, 2012.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion. 

Messrs. Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Mr. Lawrence asked that Minutes of

Executive Sessions held January 14 and 23, 2013, be held for review.  There was no objection to

said request.  Mr. Rossi moved approval of the open portion of minutes of meetings held January

2, 14 and 23.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 

OPEN SESSION

Michael Giordano, Private Road 366, spoke about a letter he wrote to council asking for help to 

remove trees that came down on his property from Hurricane Sandy.  He said he has a quote from

a contractor to take the remains away, but the contractor has nowhere to take it.  He asked if his

contractor could take it either to where the borough’s contractor is taking storm debris or to the

borough’s compost site.  Mr. Rossi said the borough’s compost site is full and will take weeks to

clear.  Mr. Giordano said he has approximately 700 cubic yards, and including neighbors’ debris

it totals about 1,000 cubic yards.  Mayor Honecker advised that John Macdowall will be arriving

later in the meeting and we can get his comments about this topic.  

Libby Galpin, Private Road 67, also added that she had a large amount of storm debris on her

property and needs help disposing it.  Mayor Honecker said we are not reimbursed by FEMA for

private roads, then clarified that Mr. Giordano was asking the borough to pick up the disposal

charge for his storm debris.  Further discussion was held until Mr. Macdowall arrived.  

Diana Kramer, Charlotte Hill Drive, spoke about debris pickup.  She mentioned there is nothing

in writing from FEMA of the 75% to 90% reimbursement.  She said FEMA has limits and could

take up to a year to reimburse, and the taxpayers would be saddled with debt.  She asked for

future decisions to be made after analyzing facts. 
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At this point in the meeting, John Macdowall, Public Works Manager, arrived.  Mayor Honecker

asked Mr. Macdowall if we had anything in writing from FEMA regarding reimbursement of

storm debris pickup.  Mr. Macdowall said we did not have anything in writing, but we have been

reimbursed by FEMA for Hurricane Irene and snowstorms, and we have never had it in writing. 

He added FEMA reimbursed the borough at 75% for past storms, and that the borough reviews

documents with FEMA regarding damage and equipment used in storm conditions.

With Mr. Macdowall present, Mayor Honecker explained Mr. Giordano’s question from earlier

in the meeting.  Mr. Macdowall said FEMA will not be reimburse the borough for debris on

private roads.  Mr. Giordano said he is looking for solutions for debris removal, and has trucks

ready to take it away, and needs help for a place to take it.  Mayor Honecker said this will have to

be discussed by the Public Works Committee.    

ORDINANCES

Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1622, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING #12-1614, ENTITLED

SETTING 2012/13 SALARIES AND HOURLY RATES FOR NON-CONTRACTUAL

EMPLOYEES, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and

that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 25, 2013.  Mr.

Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1623, AN ORDINANCE ADDING RECREATIONAL

INSTRUCTION AS A PERMITTED USE IN THE B-1, H-D, AND C-1 ZONES AND

SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH AND DEVELOPMENT CODE,

be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a public

hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 25, 2013.  Mr. Sooy

seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Farrell moved that #13-1624, AN ORDINANCE ADDING CERTIFICATION OF NON-

APPLICABILITY REQUIREMENT TO HOUSING CODE AND SUPPLEMENTING
AND AMENDING CHAPTER XI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE CODE", be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according

to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 25,

2013.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

RESOLUTIONS

#13-32 AUTHORIZING REFUND TO H. DOHERTY, INC.

#13-33 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF PRIVATE OVERTIME BALANCES 
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#13-34 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#13-35 AMENDING RESOLUTION #12-230 BY INCREASING THE AMOUNT

OF THE SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION FROM $1,000,000
TO $2,500,000 AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT
EXCEEDING $2,500,000 SPECIAL EMERGENCY NOTES OF THE
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

#13-36 AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT EXCEEDING $6,243,300

BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF
BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY

#13-37 AUTHORIZING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR AN EMERGENCY

BROADCAST AM RADIO STATION

#13-38 DESIGNATING WRECKER SERVICES FOR THE POLICE

DEPARTMENT

#13-39 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-40 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #13-32 through 34 and 36 through 40.  Mr. Rossi

seconded the motion. A call of the roll followed; Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell,

Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes. 

Resolution #13-35 was discussed.  Mr. Maresca explained the financial details of this resolution. 

Discussion took place about any additional debris being brought to the curb for pickup.  It was

decided to do a reverse 911 call and put information on the borough website that no additional

debris is to be picked up.  Mr. Pidgeon will prepare a notice.  Mr. Sooy moved adoption of

Resolution #13-35.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Council

Members Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy votes yes.  Council Members DeLeo and dePoortere

voted no.

  

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report dated January 24 was received.  
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mr. dePoortere gave written committee minutes dated January 28, 2013, that included a Mount

Airy Road Construction Update, OEM Emergency Operations Plan for 2013, FEMA Funding

Update and Debris Removal, and administrative matters.  It was noted a joint meeting with the

Board of Education will be scheduled for February 5, 2013 @ 7:00pm at the Community Room

at Bernards High School.  The Board of Education Engineer will be present.  Mayor Honecker

asked if the borough engineer could be present, and asked for RBA, since they did the plans.  The

beginning of the meeting will be have an approximate 45 minute period for discussion on

vehicular and pedestrian safety between the Elementary and Middle School, and the rest of the

meeting will be discussion about fields.  Chief Valentine will be invited to attend.  The

committee plans to set up a walk of the Police Department facilities to plan for future needs.

Finance

Mr. Sooy said the committee has not met.

Personnel

Mr. DeLeo said the Public Works contract will be discussed in closed session.  Resumes are

being collected up to January 31st, for the position of Assistant to the Public Works Manager. 

The electronic time record device for borough employees should be up and running in February,

and Mr. Maresca is looking into getting a demo of the system.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works

Mr. Rossi said they have spent a lot of time dealing with the storm, but a meeting will be put

together this week. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Mayor Honecker said he is appointing Charlotte Foster to the Historic Preservation Advisory

Committee in place of Kathy Treppiccione, who resigned.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Hearing no comments or questions, Mayor

Honecker closed the meeting to the public.
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CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Sooy moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract Negotiations, and that

the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when

they are finally resolved.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes

votes. 

REOPEN

It was moved by Mr. Sooy and seconded by Mr. Rossi to reopen the meeting to the public.  The

motion was approved with six yes votes.

Mayor Honecker asked for a motion to carry approval of the Executive Session minutes of the

January 14 and January 23 meetings to the February 11, 2013 meeting.  Mr. Rossi moved and

Mr. Sooy seconded.  The motion was approved with six yes votes.

Resolution #13-41, APPROVING A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT WITH

BERNARDSVILLE PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, was moved by

Rossi, seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved with six yes votes.

Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1625, SALARY ORDINANCE FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE

BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WORKS
EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published

according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,

February 25, 2013.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

                                                                ADJOURNMENT                                                             

       

It was moved and seconded to adjourn at 9:40p.m.  The motion was approved with six yes votes.

_______________________________________

Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk
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