
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
February 11, 2013

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council
Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi
and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator/CMFO and Anthony Suriano, Deputy Borough Clerk.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November
28, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS - None

OPEN SESSION

Marilyn Dee, Round Top Road, urged council to reappoint Pat McFadden and Fran Fischer to the
Open Space Advisory Committee and spoke about Ms. McFadden and Ms. Fischer’s prior
service on the committee. 

John Bacci, Shadowbrook Court, asked about the area between Weichert and Burger King, and
mentioned that the school had informed the students not to go in that area since it’s a hazard. 
Mayor Honecker said he sent an inquiry to zoning/property maintenance and will follow up with
Mr. Bacci.  

Mayor Honecker closed the open session.

RESOLUTIONS

#13-42 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE CERTIFICATION OF

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND MONITORING IN CTM

(COAH TRACKING & MONITORING) SYSTEM

#13-43 DESIGNATING WRECKER SERVICES FOR THE POLICE

DEPARTMENT

#13-44 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR LIQUID ALUM

#13-45 APPOINTING PART-TIME, SUBSTITUTE SCHOOL CROSSING

GUARDS
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#13-46 APPOINTING JUSTIN ALT AS A FULL-TIME POLICE DISPATCHER

#13-47 AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET

#13-48 AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

#13-49 AUTHORIZING TAX REFUND DUE TO A JUDGEMENT

#13-50 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Mr. Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #13-42 through 50.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion. A
call of the roll followed; Council Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and
Sooy voted yes. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Appointment of Ad Hoc Committee for Bedwell safety

Mayor Honecker said that Mr. Rossi and Mr. dePoortere will serve on this ad hoc committee.

Board of Education proposals

Board of Education members present included Linda Kragie, Nancy Palazzolo and Lou Palma. 
Mayor Honecker first addressed the potential construction of a turf field on Chestnut Avenue. 
Discussion took place on issues such as parking, traffic, lighting, safety of kids, and team
distribution on fields.  Mr. Byrne, Chestnut Avenue, said lights are a concern for him if they will
be on all the time, and he would not like to look out of his home on Chestnut and see a parking
lot.  Greg DiGioacchino, Mine Mount Road, suggested looking at the whole complex before
putting a field in and to move prudently.  Discussion continued on field usage and financing. 
Mayor Honecker said the Board of Education wants to put up the money and is asking to use the
borough’s land for a regulation field, subject to an agreement on use of the field.  Mr. Lawrence
asked to make a motion that a vote is taken to approve or disapprove the Board of Education’s
proposal to turf the field on Chestnut Avenue and have a shared agreement with the borough. 
Mr. Pidgeon said this would be done in the nature of a straw poll.   Mayor Honecker called a
straw poll question, is council in favor of accepting the proposal of the Board of Education to
construct a turf field at the Chestnut field property, paid for by the Board of Education, the
financing scheme arranged by the Borough, subject to an acceptable use agreement between the
Borough and the Board of Education.  Mr. Lawrence voted yes, Mr. dePoortere voted no, Mr.
Sooy voted yes, Mr. Rossi voted no, Mr. Farrell voted yes, Mr. DeLeo voted yes.  Mr. Pidgeon
noted it was subject to the bond ordinance, and it was said this was just a straw poll and is non-
binding at this time.  Mr. Pidgeon said we can proceed negotiating with the Board of Education
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to work out the terms of an agreement and bring it back to the council for consideration.  The
Mayor said we would discuss a use agreement in executive session.  Ms. Kragie said the Board
of Education’s counsel is reviewing a draft of a memorandum of agreement.  Mr. Pidgeon
suggested not discussing it until we receive the proposed memorandum of agreement from the
Board of Education’s counsel.  Ms. Kragie asked if they could get back to council by email and
schedule a discussion.  Mayor Honecker agreed.  Mr. Pidgeon asked if we could have bullet
points before the next council meeting, so it could be discussed at council’s next meeting.  Ms.
Kragie said the Board of Education meets on February 20th, so they could have something for
discussion at Council’s February 25th meeting.

Mayor Honecker discussed the request from the Board of Education to waive the Shade Tree
ordinance for tree clearing for expansion of the lower fields at Bernards High School.  Mr.
Pidgeon said he is not opposed to acting on this waiver tonight, and council could introduce an
ordinance adding exceptions to the Shade Tree ordinance.  He distributed an ordinance to council

for consideration.  Mr. Rossi moved that ORDINANCE #13-1626, AN ORDINANCE

CLARIFYING THE TREE PROTECTION ORDINANCE WITH RESPECT TO ITS

APPLICATION TO PUBLIC ENTITIES AND AMENDING CHAPTER XIII OF THE

BOROUGH CODE, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law,
and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., February 25, 2013. 
Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  Discussion on this
ordinance continued, and it was decided to make an amendment.  Mr. Rossi moved to add a
phrase to the ordinance that states that council consent is needed.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  No decision was made on the Board of
Education’s request for a waiver from the Shade Tree ordinance.  

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker mentioned a letter he received from Robert Bogel, requesting the borough pay
his contractor’s fee of $1,800 for hauling debris, from Hurricane Sandy, from his property. 
Mayor Honecker said a policy decision on this type of request needs to be made.  Mr. Rossi said
the Public Works Committee will discuss at their next meeting.  

Mr. Macdowall distributed a memo regarding storm debris cleanup and discussed same.  He
mentioned FEMA will not reimburse private property owners who bring debris to the Ashbrit
dumping site.  

Mr. Rossi mentioned the possibility of increasing the hours of the IT Specialist and will discuss
same with Mr. Maresca.

OPEN SESSION
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Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Hearing no comments or questions, Mayor
Honecker closed the meeting to the public.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Sooy moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract Negotiations, Personnel
Matters, and Potential Litigation and that the time when and circumstances under which the
matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 

It was noted no action will be taken after Closed Session.

REOPEN

It was moved by Mr. Sooy and seconded by Mr. DeLeo to reopen the meeting to the public.  The
motion was approved with six yes votes.

                                                                ADJOURNMENT                                                             
       
It was moved and seconded to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  The motion was approved with six yes votes.

_______________________________________

Anthony Suriano, Deputy Clerk
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