
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

April 15, 2013

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council

Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence (via phone),

Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph

Maresca, Administrator/CMFO, Kevin Valentine, Chief of Police and Sandra G. Jones, Borough

Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star

Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on April 12,

2013.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. DeLeo asked for a moment of silence as “we were attacked again by cowards, in Boston, and

some people are dead and over 100 were injured.”  There was a moment of silence in recognition

of the tragedy at the Boston Marathon.    

 

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public for comments on subjects not on the printed

agenda.  Shawn Laverty, Ambar Place, said the borough would set a bad precedent to allow an 

election for anybody on municipal property.  Mayor Honecker closed the public portion.

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Request to use railroad station for voting

Mayor Honecker said Mr. Ruiz Diaz delivered a letter to the Borough Clerk’s Office on April 2,

stating "that on Sunday, April 21, the Bernardsville Train Station will be used as a polling place

for the Paraguayan Presidential Election."  The topic was on the agenda of April 8, but answers

to questions prepared by risk managers did not arrive in time, so the matter was not considered

due to the lack of information and/or representation from the Paraguayan community.  With a

general concern about the request to hold an event of this magnitude with so little notice, 

borough officials gathered information from various sources, including the Paraguayan Consulate

and the U. S. State Department.   Three Council Members requested this meeting to discuss

concerns, and here we are, said the Mayor.   

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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The Paraguayan community was represented by borough residents Benigno Ruiz Diaz and Helen

and Crispin Britez.  Eduardo Villagra was also present.  Mr. Ruiz Diaz said he understood their

Embassy told the Consulate in NYC that everything was set.  Helen Britez said they understood

notification to the borough was sent in February.  Mr. Pidgeon asked who authorized use of the

building?   The response was the operator of the deli agreed to sublet the bank portion for one

day.  Mr. Pidgeon said that would put them in violation of their lease with the borough.  Mr.

DeLeo asked what is NJ Transit’s roll?  Chief Valentine said he reached out to Mr. Lothian at

NJT who responded they are not involved.   

Mr. Farrell asked who will provide and pay for security?  The response was two plain clothes

representatives from the Consulate.  Chief Valentine suggested security be discussed in

Executive Session.  Mr. dePoortere asked who gave permission to add this location to their

website?  No answer was given, but Mrs. Britez said only those on a list of voters can vote on

Sunday and that 250 people are projected throughout the day.  Mr. Ruiz Diaz estimated 12 people

will volunteer at the polling location, and that everything needed will be provided by the

Consulate.  Lines will stack outside the building, he said, with one voter at a time admitted to the

building.  Voters are expected primarily from Bernardsville, Peapack Gladstone, Somerville and

Bridgewater and some voters will arrive via train.  When asked if an alternate location was

considered, Mr. Ruiz Diaz said he is employed at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church.  Upon

inquiry, he was told it would be too busy on Sunday to hold the event at the Church.  Mr. Rossi

asked about moving it to nearby private property, but the answer was it would void the election

to move it anywhere at this point.  Mayor Honecker said if we move it we’ll still have people

congregating about, wondering where to go, with the borough left "holding the bag".  Chief

Valentine explained staffing on the 21st and stated "this is not a burden we can’t handle."  Mr.

dePoortere asked how many representatives from the Consulate will be present?  Mr. Ruiz Diaz

answered two.  Mayor Honecker asked how shall we proceed?   

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Rossi moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider security matters and pending

litigation, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to

the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was

approved with six yes votes.  Action is anticipated following the executive session. 

Mrs. Britez asked that Council consider that Paraguayans here are a peaceful group and this

opportunity to vote is special to them. 

REOPEN

It was moved by Mr. Sooy, seconded by Mr. DeLeo, and unanimously approved to reopen the

meeting to the public.  Mayor Honecker stated that security issues were discussed related to the
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use of the train station for the Paraguayan election.  To members of the Paraguayan community

who were present, the Mayor stated that it is our opinion that "you were left hanging out to dry by

your Consulate in that you were told this event was approved in February, and it was not.  In

spite of dissatisfaction with the way this was handled and many concerns of the Borough

Council, a motion to approve the event will follow, subject to the following conditions: 

• The election must be conducted in a peaceful and orderly manner.

• Adequate staffing must be provided.

• Security must be coordinated and approved by the Bernardsville Police Department.

• No food setup or loudspeakers will be allowed.

• No picnics, music or celebrations outside since the station is not big enough to permit it. 

• Paraguay is responsible for running the election.

• Reasonable expenses to cover the cost of security will be billed to the Consulate.

• A certificate of insurance and hold harmless agreement must be provided to the Borough

Clerk by the close of business on Wednesday

• All conditions must be completed and submitted to the borough by the close of business

on Wednesday.

Mr. Lawrence moved to approve use of the train station for voting for the Paraguayan

election from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 21, 2013, subject to conditions stated

above.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, Farrell,

Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Mr. dePoortere voted no.  

Mr. Rossi moved to authorize the Borough Attorney to file an answer in Active Citizens for

Responsible Sustainability v. Somerset Hills School District, Bernardsville Borough, and

the Mayor and Council of Bernardsville Borough.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion

which was approved with six yes votes.

                                                             ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m.

_____________________
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