
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

March 11, 2013 

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.   Present were Council
Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi
and Kevin Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca,
Jr., Administrator/CMFO and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker announced that notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News,
Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal
Bulletin Board on November 28, 2012.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Personnel Matters, and that the
time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when it is 
finally resolved.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  The
executive session concluded and the Mayor opened the meeting to the public.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Three Chestnut Avenue residents spoke
about the proposed Chestnut field.   Peter Todd Cooper expressed opposition to the use of
artificial turf on playing fields and discussed negative health issues that have been linked to its
use, as referenced in the EHHI ejournal (ehhi.org/reports/turf/health_effects.shtml).  Patrick
Frame asked the status of the project and how residents can be involved?  Mayor Honecker
responded Council has agreed in principal, subject to an acceptable user agreement, which is a
work in progress.  Mr. Pidgeon said if the project proceeds, the Planning Board will hold a public
hearing.  Terry Byrne encouraged moving the field to avoid "a big mess" for Chestnut residents,
citing traffic problems and a negative effect on property values.   Mr. Frame asked why recent
committee meetings with the Board of Education were not open to the public?  Georgia Rossi,
Crest Drive resident, said that it was her understanding that the committee meeting Mr. Frame
mentioned was to discuss safety issues, not fields?  Mr. Rossi confirmed that the focus was on
safety concerns at the Bedwell Campus, and he assured Mr. Frame that the public will be heard
on Chestnut field issues.   Mayor Honecker closed the open session.

PRESENTATIONS 

Mayor Honecker read the following Proclamations, for 2013 Outstanding Women in Somerset
County:
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Peggy Katzenberger

WHEREAS, Peggy Katzenberger, a Lebanon, New Jersey, resident, has been named a 2013

Outstanding Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Peggy has been employed by the Arthur A. Palmer School of the Bernardsville

United Methodist Church since 1990, and has been its School Director for the last sixteen years . 

She is also the Secretary of the Somerset County Association of Day Care Directors, of which

she has been a member for many years; and

WHEREAS, The Palmer School, as it is known locally, was founded in 1982 with the purpose of

fulfilling the need for child care for mothers returning to the workforce.  Now, some thirty years  

later, the school has a reputation of excellence, with an average enrollment of 90-95 children

ranging in age from six weeks to five years old.  The school is also the only National Association

for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) accredited school in the area.  Under the

guidelines of the NAEYC, children learn skills in social development, reading, math, science,

arts, language and movement, as they change and grow physically.  They are also taught to be

helpful and care for others and to respect their differences in nationality and religion; and

WHEREAS, much of the school’s success can be attributed to the tireless work of Peggy

Katzenberger.  She has guided the school through the accreditation process twice as a teacher

and four times as Director.  Peggy has created a safe, loving environment at the school where

each child is treasured and where the whole child can grow and find his or her place in the

world.  In fact, a number of her devoted students, while teenagers, have returned to the school as

summer helpers, and one of her former kindergarten students returned and built the school a

nature center as his Eagle Scout project; and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Peggy Katzenberger as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for

2013, and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville

on March 11, 2013. 

Kay Paragano

WHEREAS, Kay Paragano, a long-time Bernardsville, New Jersey, resident, has been named a

2013 Outstanding Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Kay has been a member of the Bernardsville Garden Club for many years and is

currently the Club’s Civic Chair.  As Civic Chair, she is responsible for organizing and leading

the actual gardening conducted by the Club at numerous sites throughout the borough, and for
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recruiting new members.  Kay is also a member of the Bernardsville local emergency

management planning committee and heads the Bernardsville Office of Emergency Management

Shelter Group Volunteers; and 

WHEREAS, because of Kay’s efforts and her concern for and dedication to her community, the

Borough of Bernardsville is a better place within which to live.  Many areas of the borough,

including the Bernardsville Library, Olcott Square and the Borough’s train station are

constantly filled with beautiful foliage throughout the year.  There is no question that Kay has

helped create a sound, healthy and aesthetically pleasing environment for borough residents.   

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Kay Paragano as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for 2013,

and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville on

March 11, 2013. 

Vedrana Ivana Gjivoje

WHEREAS, Vedrana Ivana Gjivoje, a Bernardsville, New Jersey, resident, has been named a

2013 Outstanding Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Vedrana is a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, having received her DVM degree with

high honors from Michigan State University, and is a co-owner of the Bernardsville Animal

Hospital; and

WHEREAS, Vedrana’s membership in professional organizations includes the Phi Zeta

Professional Veterinary Honor Society, the American Veterinary Medical Association and the

New Jersey Veterinary Medical Association.  Her membership in service organizations includes

the United States ASPCA/Humane Society and Project Vets, a Florida based charity group

involved in distributing used and/or surplus veterinary goods, medicine and equipment to needy

communities around the world.  However, Vedrana is also involved in her local community,

being a part of NJ Heartworks, a local service organization formed after 9/11 to provide

assistance and care for local families that have experienced personal loss, illness or calamity,

and the Morristown Soup Kitchen, for which her family serves and actively fund-raises

throughout the year; and 

WHEREAS, a part of Vedrana’s personal philosophy is to bring excellence into the field of

veterinary medicine through continued education, adherence to the highest medical standards

possible and the application of a solid doctor-client-patient relationship, and to understand the

need to be active in her community and the multi-layered importance and benefits of the human-

animal bond.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Vedrana Ivana Gjivoje as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County

for 2013, and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of

Bernardsville on March 11, 2013. 

Carol Ann Winder

WHEREAS, Carol Ann Winder, a long-time Bernardsville, New Jersey, resident, has been

named a 2013 Outstanding Woman in Somerset County; and 

WHEREAS, Ann, as she is affectionately known, has been the Executive Director of the

Somerset County Bar Association and Somerset County Bar Foundation since 2007.  She

graduated from Wheaton College with an AB degree in Chemistry, and received her MBA degree

in Finance and Management Emphasis from Rutgers Graduate School of Management; and 

WHEREAS, under Ann’s guidance, membership and financial resources in the Somerset County

Bar Association, have more than doubled in five years.  She secured approved provider status for

the organization from the New Jersey Supreme Court and developed an extensive  Continuing

Legal Education curriculum for local attorneys.  Ann reinvigorated the bar association’s Lawyer

Referral Service, whereby the community can locate attorneys knowledgeable in the type of law

needed by the person seeking a referral.  Although the service is available online and by

telephone, Ann’s ability to speak Spanish has been invaluable in providing assistance for this

service to Spanish-speaking members of the community; and 

WHEREAS, while Ann’s work for the bar association has indirectly benefitted the community,

her work for the Somerset County Bar Foundation has had a direct impact on the residents of

our County.  The mission of the Foundation is to educate the community about our judicial

system and to recognize and support community organizations that contribute to our system of

justice.  Under her leadership, the work of the Foundation in this regard has expanded.  The

Foundation holds several fund-raising events each year, the premier event being the Legal

Runaround, a 5K race that has become the kick-off event for the Tour of Somerville.  Other

Foundation events include a Meet the Chefs and a basket raffle, all of which have made it

possible to support such organizations a Project DARE, Legal Services of Northwest Jersey,

CASA (Court-Appointed Special Advocates  for children), the Food Bank and more.  Students are

also the focus of the Foundation, as local law students are awarded scholarships each year and

local high school students volunteer for the Legal Runaround with one high receiving a School

Spirit Award.  There is no doubt that Ann’s work has had an impact on her community and our

system of justice.    
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lee C. Honecker, Mayor of the Borough of Bernardsville, by the

authority vested in me, and representing the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville,

do hereby congratulate Carol Ann Winder as an Outstanding Woman of Somerset County for

2013, and proudly enter this proclamation into the public record of the Borough of Bernardsville

on March 11, 2013. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinances

Mayor Honecker continued the public hearing on #13-1623, AN ORDINANCE ADDING

RECREATIONAL INSTRUCTION AS A PERMITTED USE IN THE B-1, H-D, AND C-1
ZONES AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING THE BOROUGH LAND

DEVELOPMENT CODE, amended at a meeting held February 25.  Hearing no comments or
questions, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  It was noted for the record that a memo was
received, as follows:  "At their March 7 public meeting, the Planning Board reviewed the above
noted draft ordinance, as revised and reintroduced on February 25, 2013.  The Board found same
to be consistent with the comments from their January 31, 2013 meeting and advised...that they
recommend its adoption, with one typographical correction (delete duplicate word "are")."   Mr.
Rossi moved to pass #13-1623 on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded the
motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and
Sooy voted yes.  

Mayor Honecker opened public hearing on #13-1627, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE I

INDUSTRIAL ZONE DISTRICT TO PERMIT STORAGE, PROCESSING AND

RECYCLING OF TREES AND TREE PARTS.  Hearing no comments or questions, the
Mayor closed the public hearing.  It was noted for the record that a memo was received, as
follows: "At their March 7, 2013 public meeting, the Planning Board reviewed the above noted
draft ordinance, as introduced on February 25, 2013, and advised...that they recommend its
adoption."  Mr. Rossi moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Sooy seconded
the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. Sooy, Rossi, Lawrence, Farrell, dePoortere
and DeLeo voted yes.  

Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1628, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN

APPROPRIATION OF $20,000 FROM THE RECREATION CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT FUND, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to
law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 25,
2013.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes. 

Mayor Honecker called for a motion on #13-1629, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING

REMOVAL OF MEMBERS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES FOR
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EXCESSIVE ABSENTEEISM AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II
OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION".  No motion was made. 

Mr. Sooy moved that #13-1630, AN ORDINANCE INCREASING THE NUMBER OF

CITIZEN-AT-LARGE MEMBERS OF THE OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED
"ADMINISTRATION",  be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to
law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 25,
2013.  Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion, and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. Farrell,
Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Messrs. DeLeo and dePoortere voted no.  

Mr. Rossi moved that #13-1631, AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ESTABLISHING

FIRE LANES ON BOARD OF EDUCATION PROPERTY AND SUPPLEMENTING
AND AMENDING CHAPTER VIII OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED
"TRAFFIC",  be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and
that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., March 25, 2013.  Mr.
dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

Resolutions

#13-57 CONFIRMING REAPPOINTMENT OF MILES WINDER AS

MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE

#13-58 AUTHORIZING DESTRUCTION OF EQUIPMENT

#13-59 AUTHORIZING REFUNDS

#13-60 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF 2012 RECYCLING TONNAGE

GRANT APPLICATION

#13-61 AMENDING THE TEMPORARY BUDGET

#13-62 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-63 REMOVING A MEMBER OF THE RECREATION ADVISORY

COMMITTEE FOR EXCESSIVE ABSENTEEISM

#13-64 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING, AGREEMENT BETWEEN SOMERSET COUNTY
AND MUNICIPAL SHELTERING SITES WITHIN SOMERSET COUNTY
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Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolutions #13-58 through #13-64.  Mr. Rossi seconded the
motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and
Sooy votes yes.  

Mayor Honecker discussed Resolution #13-57, CONFIRMING REAPPOINTMENT OF

MILES WINDER AS MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE, and gave his reasons for naming Mr.
Winder, a long time resident and local attorney.  Mr. Lawrence moved approval of Resolution
#13-57.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. Sooy and Rossi
abstained.  Messrs. Farrell and Lawrence voted yes.  Messrs. DeLeo and dePoortere voted no. 
Mayor Honecker voted yes to break the tie; Resolution #13-57 passed with three yes votes.    

Municipal Public Questions/November 6, 2012

Mayor Honecker read the following: "Should the Borough...install an artificial turf field at the

Upper Polo Grounds at an estimated cost of between $1,245,000 and $1,411,000, using

approximately $200,000 up front from the Borough Open Space Trust Fund, and borrowing the

balance through the issuance of bonds or bond anticipation notes, the debt service for which will

be paid off using Borough Open Space Trust Funds collected in future years?"  The Mayor noted
vote results were YES -- 1,023 and NO B 2,044, and he asked what is the Council position today? 
Mr. Rossi argued that with changes in the financial picture for the project, another referendum 
should be considered.   All six Council Members agreed, and a draft resolution entitled
AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC QUESTION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS
AUTHORIZING A ONE-TIME EXPENDITURE FROM THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE
TRUST FUND MONEY IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF ONE MILLION FIVE
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A TURF FIELD AT
THE UPPER POLO GROUNDS, was discussed.   Mr. Pidgeon was given direction to include
turf replacement costs in the next draft.  Mr. Rossi said the Finance Committee will review
funding, and the subject was tabled to the April 8 meeting.        

Mayor Honecker read Public Question No. 2, "Should the Borough... undertake a major road

reconstruction and improvement project over the course of the next ten years at an estimated

aggregate cost of $10,000,000, of which approximately 95% will be financed through the

issuance of bonds or bond anticipation notes? which passed with 1,848 YES votes to 1,201 NO
votes, and he asked where are we with this project?  Mr. Macdowall, Public Works Manager,
said we are waiting for an updated road pavement study from Ferriero Engineering and that the
Public Works Committee views 2013 as a planning year for the project.  The topic was tabled to
the March 25 meeting.  
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Hurricane Sandy/Policy on pre-Ashbritt tree removal

Mayor Honecker said residents who cleaned up their property before the borough policy for
cleanup was final, have asked for reimbursement.  He recommended a public statement of policy
in this regard be placed on the web site.   The matter was discussed.  Council Members were in
unanimous agreement that reimbursement to residents cannot be considered.  

Request from Meadowbrook Farm

In a memo dated March 5, Meadowbrook Farm stated they "wish to remove fallen trees and
timber from their property along Pill Hill Road" and requested "permission to access the area
from Borough property across from the Borough landfill."  A map showing the requested access
was provided.  Unanimous consent was granted to the access request, subject to obtaining a Hold
Harmless Agreement and a Certificate of Insurance.  It was also noted that it may be necessary
for the property owners to provide traffic control.     

Pocket Directory

The Borough Clerk advised that the cost for the annual pocket directory is about $500 and she
asked if Council wishes her office to produce a directory for 2013?  There was unanimous
consent.  

Draft outline of Appointment Process for Borough Officials

Versions 1 and 2 of an Appointment Process for Borough Officials was prepared by the Borough
Attorney.  Council Members unanimously favored Version 2 and agreed to follow same with
future hires.
 

2013 Sewer User Fees

In a memo dated March 8, the Public Works Manager discussed factors to be considered when
calculating sewer user fees, and advised that information gathered from N.J. American Water is
no longer available in the same format.  He therefore proposed "that for 2013 we bill residents
and businesses the identical bill that they received in 2012...that revenues...will be adequate to
fund our operating and capital needs for 2013."  Mr. Lawrence moved that 2013 sewer user fees
be the same as 2012 fees.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs.
DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Bernardsville Library Foundation request

Via a memo, Jerry Fischer, Library Foundation, requested waiver of regulations prohibiting
alcohol on public property and permission to hold a clambake in a public cul-de-sac.  Insurance
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complications were discussed and Mr. Lawrence agreed to explore options with the Library
Foundation and report back to Council at the next meeting on March 25.

Mayor’s Designee to the Library Board of Trustees

Mayor Honecker advised that John McCrossan has resigned as his designee to the Library Board
and that he has appointed Craig Lawrence to serve in that capacity.

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker stated he received a letter from Senator Bucco dated March 6 when he advised
that the NJDOT will begin work on or about March 18 to install turning arrows on the stop light
at the intersection of Route 202 and County Road 525 in Bernardsville.   

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Contract negotiations (draft

lease with SHSD for Chestnut Field), and that the time when and circumstances under which the
matters can be disclosed to the public is when it is finally resolved.  Mr. Sooy seconded the
motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker advised the public that no
action is anticipated following the closed session.  

                                                   REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                               

Mr. Lawrence moved to reopen the meeting to the public.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion,
which was approved with six yes votes.  Mayor Honecker adjourned the meeting at 10:35 p.m.

______________________
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