
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

April 23, 2012

This meeting was called to order by Mayor Lee C. Honecker at 7:00 p.m.   Present were Council  
Members John F. Farrell, Charlotte J. Foster, John McCrossan, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy. 
Craig Lawrence arrived at 7:10 p.m.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Borough Attorney, Ralph
A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator/CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk/Assistant
Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Mayor Honecker announced that notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News,
Courier News and the Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal
Bulletin Board on January 4, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

David Zimmerman, Planner, provided an update on COAH obligations.  He said the Planning
Board adopted its Fair Share Plan and Housing Element on May 20, 2010.  The governing body 
request for substantive certification followed.  Our original affordable number was 120 units;
later reduced, using COAH rules, to 60 units.  On October 8, 2010 the courts rejected COAH’s
methodology and the result was that the municipality could not spend Housing Trust Funds. 
Various appeals are still pending in the courts.  The Governor abolished COAH, but the Court
rejected that move and reactivated COAH.  The borough must now submit an amended Spending
Plan to COAH, request approval, and commit funds by contract by July 17, 2012.  Mr.
Zimmerman said the Planning Board is working toward that goal, discussing a preliminary
spending plan, and he noted that "several of the projects are presently in flux or doubtful and the
borough may have to quickly come up with alternatives."    There is some hope that an extension
of time will be granted, he said.      

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved approval of minutes of meetings held on March 26 and April 9.  Mrs. Foster
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Shain, Childs Road, commented on the Bernardsville News article on April 19 regarding the
report of the Prosecutor’s Task Force on Regionalized Policing.  Mayor Honecker said the report
was recently received by the municipality and that the topic will be discussed by the Borough
Council at future meetings.  In addition, he said, shared services options with other towns in the
Somerset Hills will be explored.
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Paula Marasco, Round Top Road, advised that the Borough of Bernardsville has been selected by
the Japanese group OISCA International to receive the gift of Cherry trees.  Friends of a Greener
Bernardsville, HPAC and Shade Tree have been advised and are "on board", she said. 
Bernardsville would be responsible for planting.  Mr. Lawrence recommended exploring the
possibility of  outside help with planting.  Mrs. Marasco requested permission to gather more
information; there was general consent.

Barbara Long, Lloyd Road, thanked Borough Council for the new web site, and then expressed
concerns about business and non profit signs in the downtown area, especially  "for rent" signs at
the library.  Mrs. Foster advised that the Planning Board has been charged with review of the sign
ordinance.  That review has been delayed because of COAH issues, but will be addressed as soon
as possible.

Jeff DeLeo, Mine Mount Road asked what funds were used to purchase the Dunster property,
what uses are proposed and if a time line for development exists?  Mrs. Foster responded that a
combination of open space and county grant funds provided for purchase and she discussed
potential and current uses.  Mayor Honecker commented the property is valued at $900,000 and
the borough acquired it for $350,000, then he closed the public session.
      

ORDINANCES 

Mr. Rossi moved to amend Ordinance #12-1606, CONCERNING THE BOROUGH

TOWING ORDINANCE AND AMENDING CHAPTER III OF THE BOROUGH CODE
ENTITLED "POLICE REGULATIONS", by adding a prohibition against subcontracting, a
requirement that all employees exhibit a photo ID and clarifying payment options (as indicated
by underline) and deleting the Garden State Towmans Association as an acceptable certifying
organization (as indicated by strikeout).  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion, which was approved

with six yes votes.   Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #12-1606, as amended.

Frank Sanchez of Somerset Hills Towing suggested several changes to the ordinance, as
proposed, and asked for another meeting to discuss same.  Also present in support of the request
for another review meeting were John Glass of Morristown Towing and representatives of

DeLucas Towing.   Mr. Farrell moved to continue the public hearing on #12-1606 to May 14,
with no further publication or notice.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion which was approved with
six yes votes.  

Mr. Lawrence moved that #12-1607, AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE PARKING IN

BOROUGH PARKING LOTS OF VEHICLES HAVING A GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT
OF MORE THAN 10,000 POUNDS, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published
according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m.,
May 29, 2012.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was adopted with six yes votes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#12-78 AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN SELF-EXAMINATION
PROGRAM OF THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET FOR THE 2012 BUDGET
YEAR

#12-79 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-           
00008, BLOCK 67, LOT 5, 39 WESLEY AVENUE, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ
07924, BENNETT, JASON R.

#12-80 APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

#12-81 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $2,959.46 AND $10,755.20 AS A
SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 2012 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L.
1948)

#12-82 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#12-83 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-
00024, BLOCK 114, LOT 1.115, CONDO, 15-15 PINE STREET,
BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 07924, NARDONE, DEBRA & ELBANA, ASAD

#12-84 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GREEN COMMUNITIES 2012
GRANT APPLICATION

#12-85 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#12-86 AUTHORIZING GRANT SUBMISSION TO SOMERSET COUNTY
HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT PROGRAM APPLICATION

#12-87 APPOINTING STEVEN SEIPLE AND DANIEL HANSSON AS
PROBATIONARY POLICE OFFICERS (UPON SATISFACTION OF
CONDITIONS)

Resolution #12-81 was removed from the consent list to be heard following adoption of the

budget.  Resolutions #12-82 and #12-87 were removed from the list for further discussion.  Mr.

Sooy moved adoption of Resolutions #78, 79, 80, 83, 84, 85, 86 and 89.  Mr. Lawrence
seconded the motion which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Members Farrell, Foster,
Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Resolution #12-82 was discussed by Mr. Lawrence, who asked for changes in Police Department
Reports.  Chief Valentine responded, then Mrs. Foster moved adoption of #12-82.  Mr. Lawrence
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.
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Resolution #12-87 was discussed by Mr. Lawrence, who asked for more information regarding
the procedure to hire new officers.  It was decided to table this resolution for discussion in
executive session.

#12-88 ADOPTING 2012 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on the budget.  Hearing no comments or questions,
the public hearing was closed.  Mr. McCrossan read the adopting resolution in full, as shown on
sheets 41 and 42 of the budget document, and moved to adopt.  Mrs. Foster seconded the motion,
which was approved upon a call of the roll.  Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan,
Rossi and Sooy votes yes.    

Mrs. Foster moved approval of Resolution # 12-81.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion which was
approved with six yes votes.
 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report dated April 18 was reviewed and accepted. 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety Committee Chair, Mr. Rossi, reported that the committee interviewed candidates
for Police Officer (two conditional offers on this agenda), and at a recent meeting discussed the
report from the Somerset County Prosecutor’s Task Force on Regionalized Policing, and radio
communications issues.  

Finance Committee Chair, Mr. McCrossan said now that the budget has been adopted, the
committee will turn its attention to tracking borough spending.  Once again, Mr. McCrossan
thanked the Finance Officer, his staff and the Auditor for their assistance in compiling the 2012
Budget.  

Personnel Committee Chair, Mr. Farrell, said he participated in the police officer hiring process.

Engineering, Technology & Public Works Chair, Mr. Lawrence, reported on Public Works
projects.  He said Mullens Lane is completed; Old Fort Road will begin shortly.  A resident on
Elmer Ave. will be cited for failure to comply with issues related to a wall in a right of way. 
Malcolm Pirnie has observed Sewer Plant operations.  Crosswalks will be replaced when weather
permits.  Additional pedestrian counts will be gathered for Mullens Lane now that the weather
has improved.  Tree clearing on Claremont is done.  Specs are being developed for the Claremont
Avenue bridge. The committee has reviewed a drainage issue from Olcott and Childsworth, as
discussed in a recent letter from the Board of Education, to determine source of  water.  A
meeting with the RBA Group will be set to discuss the turf field possibility.  The pond was 
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discussed at length.  Mr. Lawrence said the Princeton Hydro cost estimates of material to be
removed were wrong; 3500 yards is not adequate.  Option one is to stay with the plan, refill the 
pond, then dredge in five to six years, or, option two, to fund removal of an additional 1700 yards
of material at a cost of about $100,000.  Mr. Lawrence said the Public Works committee favors
option one.  Mr. McCrossan said he agrees that the pond project should be completed now, but
asked if the borough has recourse with Princeton Hydro?  Regarding Mullens Lane, Mr.
Lawrence said that RBA commented that absent stop signs at the top of Mullins and a four way
stop at the bottom of Old Fort, sidewalk installation at this time is not prudent.  Regarding the
turf field proposal, Mr. Lawrence said the committee reviewed the RBA proposal at $50,500 and
has considered ways to reduce cost.  Mrs. Foster asked if open space funds could be used to
maintain the pond?  Mr. Pidgeon responded they could not.  Mayor Honecker asked when Old
Fort work will start?  Mr. Lawrence responded, "Early May."  The Mayor asked if a decision on
the pond is needed tonight?   Mr. Lawrence said a decision is needed.  If extra material is to be
removed, the work would take about 60 days.  Regarding several topics contained in Mr.
Lawrence’s report, Mr. Rossi said "public works has to be more open", providing (to full council)
"every single document...so we can understand and make recommendations."  He recommended
a "work meeting" to discuss the turf field.  He called the pond "a mess", complained that
Princeton Hydro has not met engineering and design "obligations", and concluded "go ahead and
fill the pond and take pictures because he (Princeton Hydro) did not do his job in anyway."   
Regarding the Claremont bridge, Mr. Rossi recommended a meeting with RBA to see if money
can be saved.  He repeated his opinion that sidewalks on (upper portion) of Mullens are needed,
and suggested using an existing building for computerization of the sewer plant instead of
building a new one.  Mr. Sooy asked if the pond is refilled now, would problems be created
downstream?  Mr. Lawrence responded no.  

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Senior Van program

Effective April 6, 2012, the borough’s vehicle ceased operation, but senior transportation
continues to be available through the Somerset County Transportation Department.  Discussion
on this topic was requested by the seniors who used the borough vehicle, and at this point in the
meeting, the Mayor opened to the public.  Sal Rossetti, Ann Street resident, said "fixing the
problems with the van service would increase the standard of living for seniors and handicapped;
that the county service has more hours of availability, but more restrictions."  Valerie Marsh,
Bernards Avenue resident, said she could not go to the hair dresser or shopping in Chatham on
the county bus and to Shop Rite only on Tuesdays (It was noted for the record that Chatham was
outside of the borough van operation area).  Valerie Barnes asked if the borough notified citizens
that cancellation of the van would be discussed, and if so where and how?  Ms. Barnes was
advised that discussion was held at a regularly scheduled public meeting; that agendas of all
meetings are posted prior to each meeting; that records are available during normal business
hours.  Francis Rossetti said the service was not used more extensively because it was not well 
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publicized.  Mr. Rossetti said it is difficult for seniors to get in and out of the vehicle.  Mr. Rossi
said we should "see if there are other organizations that want to take the van, sell it and get a real
senior van."   Mr. McCrossan noted that the decision to discontinue our vehicle was unanimous
because the county already operates in Bernardsville, provides more access, and the option to
contract for extra services not covered by the county exists, if needed.  Mr. Rossetti discussed the
county vehicles and said "they are much more accessible for seniors and handicapped
individuals."  Mayor Honecker asked if the seniors would meet with a representative from county
transportation to discuss needs, and Mr. Rossetti said yes.  Mayor Honecker concluded with a
comment that many Bernardsville seniors were already using the county service, while only a
small group of residents used the borough vehicle "that always went to the same places,
excluding others," and the change was made with the idea that we could look at what additional
services are needed and can be provided via a separate contract.
   

Sounds Around Town

The Borough Clerk reported receipt of a letter dated April 23, notifying the borough of Sounds
Around Town to be held on Friday, May 4 from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m., and she provided copies of
same to Borough Council.   For the record it was noted that a certificate of insurance has been
filed by the Chamber of Commerce, and copies of the letter from Mr. Mistretta were also
provided to the Police Department and Public Works Manager for their information and action if
there are concerns.  

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker confirmed receipt of a flyer from Shop Rite regarding Earth Day 2012, and a
letter from Senator Bucco regarding the borough’s resolution opposing S1451 (Open Public
Meetings Law) and 1452 (Open Public Records Law).  Senator Bucco said he will consider the
governing body comments when voting on the bills.  Mrs. Foster reported that the E Waste
collection event was a success; 50 to 60 thousand pounds were collected.  

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Frank Sanchez of Somerset Hills Towing
asked for more information regarding Ordinance #12-1607, which was introduced on this date. 
The Mayor responded.  The public session was closed.

CLOSED SESSION

Council Member Lawrence  moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Contract
Negotiations (Catania Contract), employment matters (Resolution #12-87) and Property
acquisition, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed
to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion which was
approved with six yes votes.
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REOPEN

Mr. Lawrence moved to reopen the meeting to the public.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Lawrence moved adoption of Resolution #12-87, APPOINTING STEVEN SEIPLE AND

DANIEL HANSSON AS PROBATIONARY POLICE OFFICERS (UPON
SATISFACTION OF CONDITIONS).  Mr. McCrossan seconded the motion, which was
approved upon a call of the roll.  Members Farrell, Foster, Lawrence, McCrossan, Rossi and

Sooy voted yes. 

    ADJOURNMENT 

Moved, seconded, and approved by all at 11:00 p.m.

____________________
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