
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
May 13, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members 
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.  Also
present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator &
CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.  Craig Lawrence arrived
at 7:07 p.m.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November
28, 2012.

OPEN SESSION

Skip Orza, Old Fort Road, asked what was spent on Hurricane Sandy clean up and what was
received from FEMA?  Mr. Maresca answered the budget for clean up was 2.5 million, most of
which has been paid out, and to date, no reimbursement has been received.  Mayor Honecker
closed the open session.

PRESENTATIONS (none)

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ordinance

Moved by Mr. dePoortere that #13-1634, AN ORDINANCE REVISING POLICE

DEPARTMENT POSITIONS AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE BOROUGH

CODE ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION", be introduced by title, passed on first reading,
published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 28, 2013.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion, which was approved with
five yes votes.  

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Resolutions

#13-88 AUTHORIZING THE EMPLOYMENT OF DOUGLAS WALKER,

ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER

#13-89 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEES

#13-90 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2013 TAXES FOR 34

HARVEY DRIVE

#13-91 APPROVING A FIREWORKS PERMIT FOR SOMERSET HILLS

COUNTRY CLUB

#13-92 AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH NATURE’S CHOICE FOR

TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL OF VEGETATIVE DEBRIS FROM

LANDFILL

#13-93 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 (FINAL) FOR OLD ARMY ROAD

DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

#13-94 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

Resolution #13-91 was removed from the consent list for further discussion.  Mr. Sooy moved
adoption of Resolutions #13-88, 89, 90, 92, 93 and 94.  Mr. Rossi seconded the motion and a call
of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.  Mr.
Lawrence was absent at this point.  Regarding #13-91, Mr. DeLeo asked if the borough pays for
police protection for the SHCC fireworks?  Mr. Maresca answered no; the club pays for off-duty
coverage.  Mr. Rossi moved adoption of Resolution #13-91.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the
motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  

Mr. Lawrence arrived.  Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on the 2013 Budget, as
introduced.  Hearing no comments or questions, the public hearing was closed.  Mayor Honecker

read the first paragraph on Sheet 41 of the Budget Document, Resolution #13-95, ADOPTION

OF THE 2013 BUDGET.  Mr. Rossi moved adoption, Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, and a
call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted
yes.    

Municipal Public Question

This topic was briefly discussed, then tabled to the May 28 meeting.
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Summer hours

The Spring/Summer hours schedule was discussed.  The schedule has been observed for twelve
years and runs Memorial Day to Labor Day, with two teams alternating Fridays off after having
worked from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Thursday.  Mr. Rossi recommended the
schedule be shortened to July and August only.  Mr. Lawrence moved to approve the schedule, as
presented.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Rossi
voted no.

Somerset County Transportation (contract expires 6/30/13)

Reports from Somerset County were reviewed, showing three seniors use the program on a
regular basis.  A new, Senior RideWise program was also discussed.  It was decided to table a
decision on the Somerset County contract renewal to May 28, while exploring RideWise to
determine if the program might be an acceptable alternative. 
 

Appointment of Jeff Salliard

On April 22 Jeff Sailliard was appointed to the Board of Adjustment, but no designation was
stated.  Mr. Rossi clarified for the record that Mr. Sailliard will serve as Alternate #1.  There was
no discussion. 

Affordable Housing Trust Funds

A letter dated May 1, 2013, from the Council on Affordable Housing, directed the borough to
transfer affordable housing trust funds collected between July 18, 2008 and March 31, 2009 that
remain unspent or uncommitted for expenditure within four years from the date of collection.  
A draft Certification of Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund Status, prepared by the
Administrative Officer of the Planning Board was reviewed.  Said certification documents
commitment to expend $1,021,140, which exceeds the 7/17/12 fund balance of $935,465.33 and
the 3/31/13 balance of $970,573.22.  Mr. Pidgeon said "committed" has not been defined by
COAH.  Mr. Lawrence moved to authorize Mayor Honecker to sign the Certification.  Mr. Rossi
seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.  

CDBG program automatic renewal

A notice of automatic renewal of participation in Somerset County Community Development
Block Grant & HOME Investment partnership Programs for 2014-2015, as discussed in a letter
dated May 3, 2013, was briefly considered, then tabled to May 28.    
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Correspondence

Mayor Honecker acknowledged receipt of:  (1) A May 1 Memo from the Tax Collector reporting
"there are no uncollectible taxes at this time", (2) An NJDOT Grant in the amount of $200,000
for Mine Mount Road Improvements, and (3) Notice that our municipal aid allocation is up by
$2,900.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to executive session to consider Contract negotiations (BOE/use

of fields), PBA Contract negotiations and Property Acquisition, and that the time when and
circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally
resolved.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

                                                 REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                                 
  
Mayor Honecker left prior to discussion on Property Acquisition.  Council President Sooy
chaired the last portion of executive session.  When it concluded he reopened to the public, then
adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.     
              

_____________________
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