
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

May 28, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   Present were Council
Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, John F. Farrell,  Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi and Kevin Sooy.
Council Member Michael dePoortere was absent.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq.,
Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones,
Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November
28, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS (none)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Sooy moved approval of minutes of meetings held April 22 and May 13.  Mr. Lawrence
seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Hearing no comments or questions, the open session was closed.

ORDINANCE

Mayor Honecker opened the public hearing on #13-1634, AN ORDINANCE REVISING

POLICE DEPARTMENT POSITIONS AND AMENDING CHAPTER II OF THE
BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED "ADMINISTRATION".    Hearing no comments or
questions, the Mayor closed the public hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass #13-1634 on final
reading and adopt as published.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed. 
Messrs. DeLeo, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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RESOLUTIONS

#13-96 AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE; AND
ACCEPT MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE BBBB RELATIVE TO SITE PLAN
APPLICATION SP-213 F-1 BERNARDSVILLE CENTER

#13-97 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE EMERGENCY STABILIZATION
OF THE DUNSTER-SQUIBB HOUSE

#13-98 PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF $2,882.71 AS A SPECIAL ITEM
OF REVENUE IN THE 2013 BUDGET (Chapter 159, P.L. 1948)

#13-99 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#13-100 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-101 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF POLICE OFF-DUTY ESCROW DEPOSIT

#13-102 AFFIRMING THE WAIVER FROM THE BOROUGH TREE
PROTECTION ORDINANCE PREVIOUSLY GRANTED TO THE
SOMERSET HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT IN CONNECTION WITH THE
CONSTRUCTION OF ATHLETIC FIELDS

Mayor Honecker called for a motion on resolutions listed above.  Mr. Rossi asked to remove
#13-97 from the consent list for discussion.  Mr. Sooy moved adoption of #13-96 and #13-98
through #13-102.  Mr. Lawrence seconded, and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo,
Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy votes yes.  

Regarding Resolution #13-97, Mr. Rossi said he requested, but was not given the "actual
booklet" to see how repairs would be done, methodology and budget for the project, and that he 
requested that our building officials inspect the project and provide an opinion.  Michael Calafati,
Professional Services Contractor for the Dunster Squibb property, and Dan Lincoln, HPAC
Chair, said that after the need to shore up framework of porch areas was identified, structural
drawings were done in January and authorized by Resolution #12-244.  Draft bid requests were
released to qualified bidders in March.  The requirement to use pre-qualified bidders for historic
properties was discussed.  Bids were reviewed by Messrs. Maresca and Mondok, and the lowest
bidder was thought to be disqualified due to missing acknowledgment of Addenda.  Resolution
#13-97 was prepared based upon a recommendation to award to Northeast Roofing Maintenance,
the second lowest, qualified bidder.  Mr. Pidgeon asked if formal bids were received?  If quotes,
he said, the award standards are different, and he recommended the matter be tabled until June
10, pending further review.
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REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of May 22 was received, without discussion.

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Public Safety Committee report was carried, due to the absence of Mr. dePoortere.  Mr.

Sooy reported that the Finance Committee is working on a debt report that is expected to be
completed, and distributed next month.  Mr. DeLeo had no new business to report for the

Personnel Committee.

Mr. Rossi, for the Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee, reported that FEMA
and insurance claims have been filed, totaling $2,858,914.41.  Nature’s Choice is removing
single ground debris from the compost facility.  Removal of logs at compost facility to follow. 
Sandy storm related tree removal is on hold pending budget adoption and is being scheduled.   

Dryden Road construction and Old Army Road drainage improvements are complete.  Old Fort
Road and Anderson Hill Road sidewalk improvements are in progress; awaiting a Final
Quantities Change Order and Maintenance Bond.  Elmer Avenue paving is complete, a punch list
is being developed and a Final Quantities Change Order will be presented for Council approval
on June 10.  Oak Place project bids are due June 18.  Post Kennel drainage project plans
modified per the Public Works Committee and that project awaits a negotiated easement.  Round
Top Road plans will be revised to add drainage and funding must be provided via canceled
ordinances.   The Road Rating/Five Year Capital Plan has been released, and updated to May 2. 
Financing needs work and the tax impact of an additional $2 million annually for road
improvements will be explored. 

Sewer SBR control plans are complete, specifications in progress and bids should go out in the
next few months.  Travelling Bridge Filters - Media pass through requires a complete
replacement of filters and alternative technology is being explored.

The Kiwanis ballfield survey is complete, but requires additional information from the Little
League before finalizing.  Future drainage improvements will be discussed.  

The Assistant to the Public Works Manager, Doug Walker, will start on June 14.  Mr. Lawrence
asked Mr. Rossi if the committee is pursuing the Princeton Hydro report on drainage?  Mr. Rossi
said he would discuss same and report at a future meeting.



BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES            MAY 28, 2013

4

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Municipal Public Question

The question entitled "Authorizing a Public Question to be Submitted to the Voters to Allow a

One-Time Expenditure From the Borough Open Space Trust Fund Money in the Estimated

Amount of $1,500,000 for the Installation of a Turf Field at the Upper Polo Grounds," was
tabled until the meeting on June 10.  It was agreed that a decision on whether or not to proceed
with the public question must be made during June.

Somerset County Transportation (contract expires 6/30/13)

The question of renewal of the contract was briefly discussed, and it was decided to table the
matter until the June 10 meeting.  Also discussed was the Senior RideWise alternative, based on
information provided by that organization.  Mayor Honecker asked if a Senior RideWise
representative would attend a meeting?  Mr. Rossi said he would also like to explore providing
transportation using volunteer services.  

CDBG program automatic renewal

The CDBG Cooperation Agreement that was executed in 2008 provided for automatic renewal,
unless the governing body decided to notify the county that we do not wish to participate.  In a
memo dated May 23, the Public Works Manager advised that the borough has automatically
renewed the last several years, the borough has benefitted with Housing Rehab work for income
eligible residents, and that the borough has never applied for grants under the State CDBG
program.  It was decided to automatically renew and noted that no action was necessary to do so.  

Housing inspection hours

Mr. Lawrence moved to approve a revised schedule for the Housing Office clerical staff, to
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 12:30 to 5:30 p.m.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion,
which was approved with five yes votes.  Inspection hours remain unchanged.

Correspondence

Mayor Honecker acknowledged receipt of a request asking for assistance with a project, "where
water comes from" in Bernardsville, from three Bernardsville High School students (Katie
Hildebrandt, Matthew Whitlock, Till Rosskamp), and advised that the request was forwarded to
the Environmental Commission for a response.  
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Also received was an email from Maureen Stevens, 12 Woodland Road, complaining about
traffic delays caused by the traffic signal timing at the Route 202/Mt. Airy Road intersection. 
Copies of her letter were sent to Borough Council Members and a copy will be forwarded to
Chief Valentine.
 

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the public session.  Hearing no comments or questions, the open session
was closed.

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider PBA Contract Negotiations,

potential Property Acquisition and personnel matters, and that the time when and circumstances
under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when they are finally resolved.  Mr.
Sooy seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.

REOPEN

Council President Sooy reopened the meeting to the public.  Mr. Rossi moved adoption of

Resolution #13-103, AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO RETAIN

FERRIERO ENGINEERING INC. TO PROVIDE ZONING ENFORCEMENT
SERVICES ON A TEMPORARY BASIS.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, which was
approved with five yes votes.  

                                                             ADJOURNMENT                                                                
                      
Moved, seconded and unanimously approved at 9:30 p.m.  

___________________
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