
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
June 10, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members 
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, Joseph Rossi and Kevin
Sooy.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator & CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.  

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November
28, 2012.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the above statement and opened the meeting to the public.  

Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road resident and Chair of the Environmental Commission,
thanked Paula Marasco for work on the Japanese Cherry Tree project, and for the opportunity
during those ceremonies to present the Environmental Commission Stewardship Award to Jerry
Fischer for caring for trees planted around the borough.

Marilyn Dee, Vice Chair of Open Space Committee, asked about the turf field public question
under consideration, and said it is her understanding that there is 5.5 million in the Open Space
Fund, but only a very small percentage is available for anything else but open space land
acquisition.  Mr. Pidgeon responded that is not correct and explained that under state law open
space funds can be used for acquisition, development and/or maintenance.  The original public
question limited spending to acquisition, by choice of the council.  The subsequent one in 2008
allowed 20% of monies collected in 2009 to be used for development.  The proposal on the table
now is to have a third question to allow, on a one time basis, 1.5 million from the main pot to be
used for development of the field.  Mayor Honecker said the question is on the agenda tonight;
that August 16 is the ballot deadline (for non-binding questions per 19:37-1).   

Patty DeLeo, Mine Mount Road resident, asked about repairs to the Claremont steps and bridge
and video taping of meetings?  Mr. Rossi responded that the projects are still on the list but the
permit ran out for the bridge so a new application will be filed for the project, and it is the intent
to add drainage basins.   Regarding video taping of meetings, Mr. Maresca said now that the
budget has been passed, he will follow up with Kevin Blumenthal, IT Specialist. 

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Kerry Kroll, Mount Airy Road resident, complained about a car parked on a lawn on Mount Airy
Road and commercial vehicles on residential properties and suggested this is a town wide
problem.  Chief Valentine said this code enforcement issue was turned over to zoning
enforcement, but  Police can enforce weight restrictions.  Mr. DeLeo suggested referring this
matter to the new zoning officer for enforcement.  Mr. Rossi said it will take a joint effort from
Housing, Police, Planning Board, and Zoning to address the matter.  Mayor Honecker said the
ordinance will be reviewed.  

Skip Orza, Old Fort Road, said the last time he asked council how much was expended on
Superstorm Sandy cleanup, Mr. Rossi answered $2,885,000, but Mr. Maresca has been talking
about $2,500,000.  He asked what exactly were the expenses and how much have we collected
from the federal government? Mr. Macdowall answered, the difference is that the $2,885,000
includes money that was spent with Ashbritt, labor costs, equipment and other improvements,
such as replacement of a guide rail, which is on the list but yet to be done.  Mr. Rossi said we are
waiting for FEMA money; nothing has been received to date. 

Terry Byrne, Chestnut Avenue, asked for an update on the Chestnut Field project.  Mayor
Honecker said nothing new.  Mr. Pidgeon said there has been no further discussion because the
Board of Education hasn’t responded to the original proposal for use of fields.  Mr. Byrne said he
is all for fields, but not for artificial turf.  

Patrick Frame, Chestnut Avenue.  Following up from Mr. Byrne’s question, asked if there is a
time frame for a response? Mayor Honecker answered no.  He asked if the site study on Bedwell
is in progress?  Mr. Rossi said he thinks there is a signed contract and they’re moving forward,
but Mr. Frame was referred to the school board for answers.  Mr. Frame said the issues are a bit
muddled, when they talk about upper chestnut, turfing, school’s upper/lower field, but the
Chestnut residents primary concern is safety of that area.  He asked again, how long before
there’s a decision one way or the other on the use agreement?  He asked what happens to the
piece of land otherwise?  Mayor Honecker said the site is in the Master Plan for a field at some
point, but “purgatory” is where it is right now. 

Mr. Frame asked about the progress of a survey as to how many fields are actually needed by the
town and schools, including playing time?  Mr. Rossi said T&M is working on a report.  Mayor
Honecker said Council hasn’t seen anything yet. Mr. Rossi said a quote has been received by the
school to assess how many students we have in our program and how many fields are needed,
and he commented he would like to split the cost with the Board of Education.  Mayor Honecker
said that would be a decision for council at a future time.

Michael Dee, Round Top Round resident and vice chair of the Great Swamp Watershed
Association, questioned pay back of open space funds.  The Mayor said the fund generates
$400,000 to $500,000 per year and it would take three years to replenish the $1.5 used if the field
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is built.   If the project proceeds, Mr. Dee said, proper planning and development will be
important so there is no negative environmental impact such as runoff into streams.   
Sherry Frawley, Carriage House Road, asked how is the $11,000 from the study mentioned
earlier generated?  Mayor Honecker said that is not yet known.  Recreation will make a
recommendation to council.  Patty DeLeo, suggested the discussion about fields and school board
issues be directed to and addressed by the school board. Skip Orza, asked which Master Plan are
we talking about when mentioning Chestnut field?  Mayor Honecker answered the Borough
Master Plan, then he closed the public session.

PRESENTATIONS

Pill Hill Communications Tower

William Stahl, Matt Loper, Tricia Bates Smith and Bill Robertson, representing Somerset County
Engineering, were present.  A site plan for the proposed 911 Emergency Communication Tower
was discussed.  Mr. Stahl said testing in the conduit trench along the driveway must be done,
they expect to "wrap up" in 4 to 8 weeks, meet with the Bernardsville Planning Board, and
hopefully award the project by late summer.   Current and future uses at the Pill Hill site were
discussed as well as the potential to lease space on the tower to other entities, thereby generating
revenue.  Mr. Stahl said in that event, terms of the agreement require a 50/50 split with Somerset
County, but how much space may be available will be determined after county and borough
communication and public safety needs are met.  Mr. Lawrence moved to approve the county
location as presented and allow them to move forward in the process to finalize their plans
toward construction.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion.  Mr. Stahl asked what is to be done
with the existing tower on the site?  Chief Valentine recommended leaving it.  Mr. Macdowall
added that the tower location conforms to our 50 foot setbacks and that it is constrained by the
location of the monitoring well.  We’re staying 25 feet off it and we’ll have the same restriction
on the other site.  A roll call vote on the motion followed.  Members Deleo, dePoortere, Farrell,
Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.     

Property Acquisition

Council adjourned to Executive Session.  Mayor Honecker excused himself; Council President
Sooy chaired.  It was moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed to reopen the meeting to the
public.  Mr. Lawrence moved to authorize two property appraisals, not to exceed $4,000, for land
acquisition opportunities.  Motion was duly seconded and approved with six yes votes.
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Resolutions

#13-104 AUTHORIZING A REFUND

#13-105 AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #2 TO THE CONTRACT WITH

SANZARI ASPHALT MAINTENANCE FOR ELMER AVENUE ROAD

AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

#13-106 AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX LIEN CERTIFICATE #12-00010

#13-107 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A RADIO ANTENNA AGREEMENT

WITH SOMERSET HILLS COUNTRY CLUB

#13-108 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-109 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF INACTIVE A.B.C. LICENSES

#13-110 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF ACTIVE A.B.C. LICENSES

#13-111 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE EMERGENCY STABILIZATION

OF THE DUNSTER-SQUIBB HOUSE

Resolution #13-111 was removed from the consent list for discussion.  Mr. Lawrence moved
adoption of Resolutions #13-104 through #13-110.  Mr. Sooy seconded the motion and a call of
the roll followed.  Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.

Mr. Rossi asked that #13-111 be tabled until the next meeting, pending receipt of an opinion
from the Construction Official on whether the plans/specs for the emergency stabilization work
mesh with the proposal from the low quoter.  Since time is of the essence, Mr. Lawrence moved
to approve Resolution #13-111.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed. 
Members Lawrence and Farrell voted yes.  Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Rossi and Sooy voted
no.  The topic was tabled to June 24.  

Municipal Public Question

Consideration of the public question was tabled to June 24, when a final version will be reviewed
as an Item of Business.
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Somerset County Transportation

Renewal of the contract which expires 6/30/13, was briefly discussed.  It was noted that the level
of  patronage is very low.  Three residents use the additional service, but on some trips there has
been only one rider.  A decision on the contract was carried to June 24.

Turn the Towns Teal

Representatives of the local chapter of Turn the Towns Teal, a national campaign to create
awareness of ovarian cancer, requested permission to display ribbons during September 2013. 
Mayor Honecker declined to sign the official letter, and the Borough Clerk was directed to advise
the group that they may display ribbons, as requested, with the understanding that said ribbons
will be removed promptly following the campaign.  

Sample ordinances regulating parking on front lawns

Sample ordinance provisions regulation parking on lawns was briefly discussed, as well as the
local impact if similar provisions are adopted in Bernardsville.  The samples were from Austin,
Texas, Nashua, NH and Winston Salem, NC.   It was decided to refer the matter to the Planning
Board for their review and recommendation. 

Correspondence (none)

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to executive session to consider contract negotiations, and that
the time when and circumstances under which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when it
is finally resolved.  Mr. dePoortere seconded and the motion was unanimously approved.  Mayor
Honecker announced that action, following the session, is not anticipated.  

                                                 REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                                  
           
Moved by Mr. Lawrence, seconded by Mr. dePoortere and unanimously approved.

______________________

BC061013.MIN

keywords: trees-japanese-cherry-claremont-bridge-steps-open-space-parking-field-storm-cleanup-turf-funds-video-meetings-master-plan-
communications-tower-property-acquisition-refund-elmer-tax-lien-radio-antenna-abc-license-dunster-squibb-public-question-transportation-
county-teal-twons-front-lawn


