
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes
June 24, 2013

Mayor Lee C. Honecker called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council Members
Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, and Joseph Rossi.  Council Member Craig
Lawrence arrived at 7:04 p.m.  Council Member Kevin Sooy was absent.  Also present were John
Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., Administrator & CMFO. and Sandra G.
Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November
28, 2012.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Chief Valentine, who was awaiting the arrival of new CERT volunteers, requested that
presentations be held until after the Open Session.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of minutes of May 28 (Mr. DePoortere was absent) and June 10,
2013.  Mr. Farrell seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.   Council
Members Lawrence and Sooy were absent.

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker read the above statement and opened the meeting to the public.  Council
Member Lawrence arrived.  Michael Dee, Round Top Road resident, asked about
upkeep/resurfacing costs for turf fields?  Mr. Rossi responded it is $350,000 to $500,000 and
must be done every eight to ten years, then there is an annual expense of $2,500.00 to reset
spines and vacuum.  Mr. Dee said that he read the "Cherry Bomb" article in the Bernardsville
News, and asked what is the cost to water the trees?  Mayor Honecker responded $5/tree twice a
week x 18 trees, or $180 per week; $2,000 per year.  Mayor Honecker closed the public session.  

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of

the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone

who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a

prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making

your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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PRESENTATIONS

Chief Valentine presented certificates to CERT Team Volunteers who recently completed 25
hours of training.  They are Ann Cade, Edward English and Pat and Peter Dragunas.  A
certificate was also presented to Janet Waite who is one class short of completion, and Rosalie
Baker and Marilyn Dee were recognized for their work on an Animal Response Plan.  Mayor

Honecker read Resolution #13-117, COUNCIL CONFIRMATION OF THE MAYOR’S

APPOINTMENTS.   Mr. dePoortere moved adoption of Resolution #13-117.  Mr. Rossi
seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  

A presentation on current debt and long term debt projections was tabled to July 8.

ORDINANCE

Moved by Mr. Rossi that #13-1635, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SALARY

ORDINANCE #13-1622, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to
law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., July 8, 2013.
Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion, which was approved with five yes votes.  Mr. Sooy was absent.

RESOLUTIONS

#13-112 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF 2013 TAXES, 31

SOMERSET AVENUE

#13-113 GOVERNING BODY CERTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT (2012)

#13-114 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN NJOEM MEMORANDUM OF

UNDERSTANDING 

#13-115 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#13-116 AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR OAK PLACE ROAD AND DRAINAGE

IMPROVEMENTS

#13-117 COUNCIL CONFIRMATION OF THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS

#13-118 AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF ACTIVE A.B.C. LICENSE

(CLAREMONT TAVERN)

#13-119 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS
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Mayor Honecker noted that Resolution #13-117 was done earlier in the meeting.  Mr. Rossi
moved approval of Resolutions #112 through #116 and #118 and #119.  Mr. dePoortere seconded
the motion and a roll call vote followed.  Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence and
Rossi voted yes.  Mr. Sooy was absent.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of June 19 was received.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Safety

Mr. dePoortere reported a committee meeting was held on June 21.  The committee discussed a
recent, successful OEM exercise, status of promotion applications within the department, FEMA
funding status, the Route 202 traffic light, still in DOT review, an Old Army Road/Mullens Lane
citizens complaint and a proposal related to the Bedwell School Traffic Calming.  Boylan/West
Street traffic issues were discussed and the Public Safety Committee recommended making
Boylan one way for its entire length.  The Borough Attorney was directed to prepare an ordinance
for consideration at the next meeting.   

Finance Committee  

Mr. Rossi reported the committee reviewed current debt and long term debt projections prior to
the presentation which was scheduled for this meeting, but tabled until July 8.

Personnel Committee (no report)

Engineering, Technology & Public Works

Mr. Rossi reported the committee met June 20.  FEMA applications submitted: $2,881,204.03;
received to date is $44,286.40.  Nature’s Choice is about 75% complete with removal of ground
debris from the compost facility.  Tubgrinding of leaves/brush/logs to follow and removal of
trees at the facility is in progress.  

The Old Fort Road and Anderson Hill Road sidewalk improvements punch list items are
complete.  We are waiting for a final change order and maintenance bond.  Jads Construction, the
low bidder for Oak Place, is anticipated to start work in July; completion in August.  Post Kennel
drainage is awaiting a negotiated easement.  Those plans were modified to add drainage towards
Roebling/Mt. Harmony.  
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Messrs. Rossi and DeLeo discussed the importance of drainage for road projects.  Mr. Rossi said
the 2013 Road Ratings Study needs additional work, and Messrs. Macdowall and Brightly will
walk roads in order to provide accurate estimates.  Mr. Macdowall said the Public Works budget
can fund the $13,000 needed to explore drainage for roads within a sample five year program.  

Round Top Road plans are being revised to add drainage at an additional cost of about $100,000. 
Mr. Lawrence asked if the original estimate of 10 million will be adequate for road projects?  Mr.
Macdowall responded no, but that the amount will get most roads to an 80 rating.  With
additional drainage, and a width of 22 feet, Round Top project cost increases to $863,000.  Road
width was debated by the group and in answer to questions from members of Council, Bob
Brightly said the wider the surface, the better the edges hold up, but that he is OK with 20 or 22
feet, and 22 feet where curbing is installed.   Mayor Honecker noted that the cost would be
$805,000 at 20 foot pavement width, with drainage.  Mr. Farrell asked to review traffic counts on
Round Top Road.  Mr. Lawrence moved to authorize the Round Top project with 20 foot
pavement and drainage, at a cost of $805,000.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, and a call of
the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell and Lawrence voted yes.  Mr. Rossi voted
no.  Mr. Farrell left the meeting at this point.  

Quarterly Reports

There was no report for the Board of Health, Environmental Commission or Sustainable Jersey. 
Mr. DeLeo reported for the Open Space Advisory Committee that Mr. Catania’s report is ready
for Planning Board review.   Mr. Rossi reported that the Planning Board is working on sign
ordinance review.  For Recreation, Mr. Rossi reported that pool memberships are down, but
camp enrollment is up, playing fields have been edged and, in light of the Bernardsville,
Bedminster Little League merger, the committee wants assurance that Bedminster’s fields will be
available for the combined program.  Additional bleachers are needed at the Polo Grounds;
Recreation is looking into providing same. There was no report for Shade Tree.  For HPAC, Mr.
dePoortere reported that the Construction Official has issued a report after inspecting the Dunster
Squibb property, and a Spring clean up was done on the property.  Mr. Lawrence said there are
no insurance issues.  The Suburban Municipal JIF continues to be effective; is second best in
claims experience.  He said, hopefully, all Council Members completed the on line training
program by the deadline of May 31, 2013, to earn the $250 training credit toward premiums.  
There was no report from Housing; their next meeting is in July.  Mr. Lawrence reported for the
Library Board of Trustees that the Bernardsville Library is second in the state in its class and
fund raising is in progress toward a goal of $100,000.    
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ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Fire/First Aid Company requests

Mr. dePoortere moved approval for use of pool for the Fire/First Aid Company Annual Family
Picnic on Saturday, September 7, noon to 8:00 p.m., and for use of the train station parking lot on
Far Hills Race Day, Saturday, October 19, for their annual parking fund raiser.  Mr. Lawrence
seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.  Members DeLeo, dePoortere,
Lawrence and Rossi voted yes.  

Relocation of telephone pole, Block 77, Lots 9 and 10

David McShane proposes to relocate a telephone pole in order to proceed with exterior building
maintenance at 59-65 Mine Brook Road, at his own cost, approximately 75 feet to the west of the
existing site, and JCP&L has requested a letter from the borough stating there is no objection. 
Mr. Lawrence moved approval of Mr. McShane’s request.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion. 
Members DeLeo, dePoortere, Lawrence and Rossi voted yes.    

Transportation Service Contract with Somerset County

Mr. Rossi moved to renew the existing contract with Somerset County for six months.  Mr.
DeLeo seconded the motion.  Members Rossi, DeLeo, dePoortere and Lawrence voted yes.

Public Question B Turf field at Upper Polo Grounds

Draft #2.1 of a public question titled "AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC QUESTION TO BE
SUBMITTED TO THE VOTERS TO ALLOW A ONE-TIME EXPENDITURE FROM THE
BOROUGH OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MONEY IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF
$1,500,000 FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A TURF FIELD AT THE UPPER POLO
GROUNDS,"  was reviewed in light of a letter/position statement from the Recreation
Committee recommending "Field Turf’s Option B plan of 99,460 square feet of turf maintaining
the same footprint as the existing grass field and allows a multi-sport capability," at an estimated
cost of 1.2 million.  Recreation Advisory Committee members Andrew Fuls, Ted Dolan and
Janet Waite were present.  Following discussion, Mayor Honecker asked for an opinion from
members present.  Mr. Lawrence favored proceeding with a referendum which includes the
Recreation Committee recommendation for Option B.  Mr. dePoortere agreed.  Messrs. DeLeo
and Rossi favored a referendum with two options.  The matter was tabled to the July 8 meeting. 
In the meantime, the possibility of issuing RFP’s for Upper/Lower Polo and Chestnut
engineering was briefly discussed, and the subject was referred to the next meeting of the Public
Works Committee.
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Road Ratings Study/Update

Mr. Rossi moved to authorize the expenditure of $13,000 to complete the road ratings study.  Mr.
dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.

Gift of Somerset Bridal Path Association Map, dated 12/1/19

Mayor Honecker said the borough received a map dated 12/1/19, which will be acknowledged at
the July 8 meeting.

Correspondence 

A letter/invoice from the Passaic River Coalition regarding membership was tabled until July 8.

The Recreation Committee, in a memo dated 6/19/13, stated they would like a commitment in
writing that fields will be provided by Bedminster in support of the merger of the Bernardsville
and Bedminster Little Leagues.   Mayor Honecker agreed to contact Bedminster officials in this
regard.

A Letter/position statement from Recreation Committee re turf field was discussed earlier in this
meeting.

Water for Japanese Cherry trees

Mayor Honecker said we have bags for watering the trees and spoke about the cost.  The Mayor
asked for a motion to approve that we take care of the trees, and we can look at it again after the
first season.  Mr. dePoortere moved, Mr. Lawrence seconded and the motion was approved with
four yes votes.   Mr. Rossi asked if Friends for a Greener Bernardsville would possibly take care
of it.  The Mayor said no, they offered only if council was not going to do it.  Mr. Rossi said we
are going to pay the guy who does it now.  Mayor Honecker said we are going to ask the Green
Team once they are settled in the fall if they want to do it as a community service project.  Also,
Mayor Honecker said Mr. Sooy had recommended community service through the court.  Mayor
Honecker asked Chief Valentine if we had a community service program, and the Chief answered
no.    

OPEN SESSION

Mayor Honecker opened the meeting to the public.  Anthony Dello Russo, Mine Mount Road
resident, regarding Round Top Road, recommended road paving width of 22 feet and requested
repairs on Bernards Avenue.  He stated Bernards Avenue is a classic example of a roadway not
done right.  Marilyn Dee, Round Top Road resident, said 20 feet is adequate pavement width;
that a wider pavement might encourage speeding.  David Neill, of MJ Neill, spoke about
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drainage issues on Route 202 and recommended the state clean out the drains behind Somerset
Grain and Feed before adding to drainage up stream.    Mayor Honecker closed the open session.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Personnel and Contract
Matters, and that the time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to
the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was
approved with four yes votes.  Mayor Honecker announced that no action is anticipated following
the closed session.

                                                              ADJOURNMENT                                                               
                       
Mr. Lawrence moved to reopen the meeting and adjourn at 10:00 p.m.  Mr. dePoortere seconded
the motion, which was approved with four yes votes.  

BC062413.MIN __________________________
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