
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Minutes

September 23, 2013

Council President Kevin Sooy called this meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Council
Members Jeffrey J. DeLeo, Michael dePoortere, John F. Farrell, Craig Lawrence, and Joseph
Rossi.  Also present were John Pidgeon, Esq., Borough Attorney, Ralph A. Maresca, Jr.,
Administrator and CMFO, and Sandra G. Jones, Borough Clerk & Assistant Administrator. 
Mayor Lee C. Honecker was absent.

STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was  provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the Star
Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on November

28, 2012.  (Audio recording of this meeting is available at bernardsvilleboro.org)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PRESENTATIONS

Mr. Lawrence announced that $249,806 has been awarded from the 2013 Somerset County
Historic Preservation Grant Program, to shore up the Dunster Squibb main house first floor,
replace roofs, reconstruct chimneys, provide site clearance and fabricate and install a Somerset
County historic marker.  

Mr. Lawrence read a letter Mayor Honecker sent to borough and library employees and Fire and
First Aid Squad volunteers, to thank them for contributions toward Bernardsville being named as
the 27th Best Place to Live in New Jersey overall for young families, singles and empty nesters.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Rossi moved approval of Minutes of meetings held August 12, 24 and September 9.  Mr.
Lawrence seconded the motion, which was approved with six yes votes.

OPEN SESSION

Mr. Sooy read the statement listed above, then opened the meeting to the public.  Scott Rivello,
Wisteria Way, asked for an update on the proposed tower at the Pill Hill site.  Mr. Pidgeon
advised that Somerset County representatives will attend a future Council meeting with plans in
hand.  Mr. Rivello requested written notice for residents on Wisteria, Charlotte Hill, Pill Hill and
Ridge.  After discussion on the extent of written notice, the Borough Clerk was directed to
provide courtesy notice to all those within 200' of the Pill Hill site when the meeting date is set. 

At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of
the public. To help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone
who wishes to be heard, speakers shall limit their comments to 5 minutes. If reading from a
prepared statement, please provide a copy and email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making
your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes.
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Doug Solomon, Charlotte Hill, disagreed that written notice to residents within 200 feet is
adequate, asking that it be provided to all residents in town.  Mr. Sooy said the borough would
keep the Bernardsville News informed, and the Borough Clerk reminded the public that agendas
are posted on the borough web site.  Mr. Solomon said he chose to live in Bernardsville because
of schools, real estate values and the country atmosphere and that he is against construction of
anything as large as the proposed tower.  Mr. Rossi reviewed safety problems that exist, and will
continue without a communications tower.    

ORDINANCES

Mr. Sooy opened the public hearing on #13-1640, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING

$6,750 FROM THE DEVELOPMENT PORTION OF THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE
TRUST FUND FOR THE BOROUGH’S SHARE OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
CONTRACT WITH T&M ASSOCIATES TO CONDUCT AN ATHLETIC FIELDS
INVENTORY AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT FOR THE BOROUGH AND THE

SOMERSET HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT.  Sherry Frawley, Chair of the Environmental
Commission, commented that the study will be a good first step but not a long-term strategic
planning tool, that any consultant who works on a needs assessment should not be involved
further in order to avoid a conflict of interest, and that adjacent property owners should be
included, as stakeholders.  Mr. Lawrence asked if fields in the sending districts will be included
and Mr. Rossi answered every field currently in use will be included in the study.  Mr. Sooy
closed the public hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published.  Mr.
dePoortere seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere,
Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes. 

Mr. Sooy opened the public hearing on #13-1641, AMENDING ORDINANCE #10-1573 BY

APPROPRIATING AN ADDITIONAL $80,000 FROM THE BOROUGH OPEN SPACE
TRUST FUND AND CLARIFYING THE LOCATION OF THE PROJECT.  In answer to a
question from Rosalie Ballantine, Pheasant Hill Drive, Mr. Sooy stated the $80,000 will come
out of the development portion of Open Space Trust Funds.  Pat McFadden, Round Top Road,
asked how the project escalated from $120,000 to $200,000?  Mr. Rossi responded that a cost
breakdown can be provided, upon request.  The scope of the project was discussed.  Mr. Sooy
closed the public hearing.  Mr. Rossi moved to pass this ordinance on final reading and adopt as
published.  Mr. DeLeo seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo,

dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.      

Mr. Sooy opened public hearing on #13-1642, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING SEVERAL

OBSOLETE SECTIONS OF THE BOROUGH CODE. Hearing no comments or questions,
Mr. Sooy closed the hearing.  Mr. Farrell moved to pass on final reading and adopt as published. 
Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere,

Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.      

Mr. Sooy opened the public hearing on #13-1643, APPROPRIATING $107,000 FROM THE

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR ROAD EQUIPMENT (BOMFORD).  Hearing no
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comments or questions, Mr. Sooy closed the hearing.  Mr. dePoortere moved to pass on final
reading and adopt as published.   Mr. Farrell seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.

Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes.      

RESOLUTIONS

#13-151 ACCEPTING MONTHLY REPORTS

#13-152 APPROVING PAYMENT OF BILLS

#13-153 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF THE BERNARDSVILLE
COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN

Mr. Rossi moved adoption of Resolutions #13-151, 152 and 153.  Mr. Farrell seconded the
motion, and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell, Lawrence, Rossi and
Sooy voted yes.

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY

Mr. Pidgeon’s report as of September 18 was received.  

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. dePoortere reported that the Public Safety Committee discussed crosswalk complaints and 
recommends a crosswalk at Wesley, but not Mill Street.  An additional Crossing Guard at Old
Fort and Old Army will be provided for the balance of 2013 and budgeted for 2014.   Mr. Sooy

reported the Finance Committee will begin work on the 2014 budget in the near future.   Mr.

DeLeo said the Personnel Committee will discuss personnel matters in executive session.  Mr.

Rossi, for the Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee, said the road drainage
survey is underway and the committee is working on recommendations for fields.  Mr. Lawrence

said the Board of Health met on this date, discussed reports of bats in homes and upcoming

clinics, which will be posted on the borough web site.  Mr. Sooy said the Environmental

Commission has scheduled a program at the library on October 22.  Mr. dePoortere said the final

Sustainable Jersey application has been submitted.  Mr. Farrell reported the Open Space

Advisory Committee has not met recently, but a property of interest to them will be discussed in

executive session.  Mr. Rossi said the Planning Board is reviewing the restaurant and sidewalk

ordinances.  For Recreation,  Mr. Rossi said the pool has closed and the committee is discussing
fields and obtaining a comparison between grass and synthetic turf fields.  Mr. Sooy said the

Shade Tree Committee Forestry Management Plan is complete (see Resolution #13-153).  Mr.

dePoortere extended congratulations to HPAC on the latest grant for Dunster Squibb.  He said
Mr. Lincoln wants to get tarps on the building roof and asked if the borough could authorize a

contractor to install the tarps?  All agreed.  Mr. Lawrence, JIF Insurance representative said the
borough is doing well with on the job safety and he congratulated the employees in this regard. 
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Mr. Farrell said the Housing Committee recently met with other borough officials to discuss

issues and exchange ideas.  Mr. Lawrence, for the Library Board of Trustees, reported that
Anne Meaney is serving as interim Director during the employment search for a Library Director. 

ITEMS OF BUSINESS

The 2013/14 Best Practices Worksheet was reviewed.  The State’s Fiscal Year 2014
Appropriations Act requires the Division of Local Government Services to issue a Best Practices
Inventory to be completed by each municipality.  Responses to the inventory determine how
much of each municipality’s final 5% allocation of state aid will be disbursed.  Of the fifty
questions asked of the borough, five (5) are answered no, and four (4) are not applicable to the
borough, placing the borough at 100% (if 41 to 50 questions are answered yes or not applicable). 

Installation of speed humps on borough property serving as the driveway to schools/Polo

Grounds was discussed, pursuant to a concept sketch received from Nancy Hunter entitled
Bedwell School Traffic Calming.  Chief Valentine said new signs have already been erected and
that the humps are a temporary measure and they are movable if necessary.  Mr. Lawrence moved
to approve speed humps as discussed.  Mr. dePoortere seconded the motion, which was approved
with six yes votes.

Childsworth Avenue drainage work was discussed to connect to the existing drainage system
at Old Colony and eliminate discharge onto high school property.   The total cost is $7,800, but
the Board of Education has agreed to pay half, or $3,900.  It was also decided that each entity
should pay the contractor directly.  Mr. dePoortere moved to approve this project.  Mr. DeLeo
seconded the motion and a call of the roll followed.  Messrs. DeLeo, dePoortere, Farrell,
Lawrence, Rossi and Sooy voted yes. 

A request from a JCP&L contractor to remove Boylan Terrace trees, as discussed in a memo
from the Public Works Manager, was reviewed.  Mr. Lawrence requested that the neighbor(s) be
advised.  Mr. Rossi moved to approve removal of trees, as discussed.  Mr. dePoortere seconded
the motion which was approved with six yes votes.   

The subjects of video cameras for the meeting room and Fields/RFP’s for improvements
were tabled to October 15. 

A $900 quote for web site modifications for the Citizen’s Complaint Form was discussed.   It
was decided to table a decision to the October 15 meeting, and in the meantime, explore whether
or not Mitchell Humphry can provide an option for reporting and tracking citizen complaints.  

Mr. Lawrence said the Board of Education wants to proceed with proposed Chestnut field

improvements.  Following discussion on this topic, it was decided to invite Board of Education
members to attend the November 12 meeting of the Borough Council.  
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OPEN SESSION

Pat McFadden, 167 Round Top Road and Chair of the Open Space Advisory Committee, said
that during the Planning Board quarterly report, Mr. Rossi did not comment that the Open Space
master plan is before the board, but was tabled at the last meeting. Ms. McFadden urged Mr.
Rossi to do what he can to expedite review, and she asked what sidewalks have to do with open
space?  Mr. Rossi responded they connect properties.  On another matter, Ms. McFadden urged
Council to buy the piece of property currently under consideration.  

CLOSED SESSION

Mr. Lawrence moved to adjourn to an executive session to consider Potential Property

Acquisition/496 Mine Brook Road, Contract Negotiations, and Personnel Matters, and that the
time when and circumstances under which the matters can be disclosed to the public is when 
they are finally resolved.  Motion was seconded by Mr. dePoortere and approved unanimously.
The public was advised that action following the session is not anticipated.

                                                     REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                             
                                         
Mr. Sooy adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m.
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